DIVISION OF EQUIPMENT
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIP


1. Scholarship Name and Purpose:  
Caltrans Division of Equipment/Stanley Jacobs/PECG Mechanical Engineering Scholarship

· The purpose of this scholarship is to promote technology and manufacturing of highway maintenance and construction equipment in California and particularly within the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans).
· The scholarship is in memory of Stanley Garnell Jacobs, who served the citizens of the State of California as a mechanical engineer for 29 years. Mr. Jacobs worked as an equipment engineer for the Caltrans Division of Equipment (DOE) headquarters shop for ten years; he also founded an engineering mentoring program at California State University, Sacramento, served multiple terms as an officer for the Professional Engineers in California Government (PECG) organization, and was honored by several organizations during his career, including PECG.
· The Caltrans DOE headquarters is unique among State transportation departments in designing and manufacturing a wide variety of vehicles and equipment used for highway maintenance in all of California’s climate zones, which range from mountainous to coastal to desert. The Division has been an innovator of both new designs and design improvements within the highway maintenance equipment industry nationwide. DOE headquarters facility performs engineering design duties for vehicles and equipment built onsite and maintains an engineering specifications unit to purchase vehicles not built onsite plus an engineering deployment and development unit that monitors equipment usage and verifies compliance with state and federal regulations. See more information at www.dot.ca.gov/hq/eqsc/; vehicles in our fleet can be seen under the ‘Equipment Catalog’ section there.

1. Scholarship Coordinator: 
Philip Spartz
3400 R Street
Sacramento, CA  95816
(916) 227-9671
phil.spartz@dot.ca.gov 

1. Type of Scholarship:
 	Annual

1. Award:
 	One (1) award will be made in the form of $1,000 of financial assistance (best estimate) plus a paid position as an engineering student assistant for the Division of Equipment.
        
1. Eligibility Criteria:
Junior-level or above mechanical engineering (ME) and mechanical engineering technology (MET) students attending California State University, Sacramento, University of California, Davis or University of the Pacific, Stockton.
Applicants must be in good academic standing  (> 2.0 GPA overall and in major), plan to pursue a career in the vehicle engineering or construction equipment engineering field and have an interest in learning more about the Caltrans Division of Equipment headquarters shop in Sacramento.

1. Selection Process:
· The selection process for awarding this scholarship is not designed to be based heavily on grade point average, but rather the applicant’s interest and demonstrable previous or current involvement in mechanical engineering aspects of vehicles and/or construction equipment. Some examples of this might include participation in student engineering society projects (SAE, ASME, etc.) or working with vehicles or other construction equipment either for pay or because of personal interest.
· Applicants must be willing and able to dedicate time (usually 15-20 hours/week during the school year and 40 hours/week in the summer) for paid work as an engineering student assistant with the Division of Equipment in Sacramento. 
· Applicants must agree, if chosen as the final awardee, to create a short (10-15 min.) presentation and deliver it at an engineering venue of his/her choice (i.e., an engineering class or technical society meeting) within 6 months of receiving the DOE scholarship. The presentation topic will be on some aspect of engineering activities and manufacturing at the DOE headquarters shop; DOE staff can provide some assistance, if requested. A copy of the presentation, preferably in electronic format, will then be given to the DOE Coordinator.
· Applications will be weighted equally in three areas: 1) involvement in school, community or personal activities relevant to this scholarship, 2) a written essay and 3) a short in-person interview for six candidates selected from the first two sections.  The essay must be typed and double-spaced, between 500 and 750 words long and use correct English grammar and punctuation. The essay must address the interest and involvement criteria described above and include:
 	1) a brief self-description,
 	2) why the applicant believes he/she should be awarded this scholarship and
 	3) why they wish to pursue a career in the transportation and/or construction 
 		equipment field.
· Applications must include the following items:
      1) the 1-page Division of Equipment/Stanley Jacobs/PECG Mechanical Engineering Scholarship application, 
      2) a scanned copy of applicant’s current academic transcript for verification, 
      3) a separate list of university-level engineering coursework completed,
      4) a scanned copy of a letter of recommendation written and signed by an engineering faculty member and
      5) the written essay described above.
· Applications can be sent to the Scholarship Coordinator listed above – submission by email is preferred.
· Applications are due to the Scholarship Coordinator listed above no later than 5 pm on Tuesday, March 27, 2012 (03/27/12). 
· Applications will be screened by representatives from the Division of Equipment Executive Management staff, the Division of Equipment Scholarship Coordinator and PECG. Six (6) candidates will then be selected from the applications received and invited for a secondary-step interview with the representatives above, to be held at the Division of Equipment. Those secondary candidates should bring original copies of the academic transcript and letter of recommendation with them to the interview.
· A final candidate will be selected from the final six chosen and selected to receive the monetary award and the position as engineering student assistant.

1. Presentation:
 	An event will be held on or before Wednesday, May 1, 2012 at the Division of Equipment headquarters to present the award to the scholarship recipient in person along with representatives from the California Transportation Foundation (CTF), PECG and other invited guests.



CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION / CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION FOUNDATION

Division of Equipment / Stanley Jacobs / PECG Mechanical Engineering Scholarship
APPLICATION
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
SECTION A:

NAME: ______________________________________________________________________
LAST 						FIRST							 MI

CURRENT ADDRESS: 	_________________________________________________________
NUMBER & STREET
_________________________________________________________
CITY 									STATE 		ZIP CODE

PHONE NUMBER: (__________) _____________________
AREA CODE 				NUMBER 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

SECTION B: (if different from above)
PERMANENT ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________
NUMBER & STREET
_________________________________________________________
CITY 									STATE 		ZIP CODE

PHONE NUMBER: (__________) _____________________
AREA CODE 				NUMBER 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

SECTION C:
COLLEGE ATTENDING:_______________________________________________________
NAME & LOCATION 
MAJOR: _____________________________________________________________________

CLASS RANGE:	   JUNIOR 			   SENIOR				   GRADUATE STUDENT
(SCAN  AND ATTACH CURRENT ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPT; NOTE: OFFICIAL COPY NOT REQUIRED EXCEPT FOR FINAL SIX CANDIDATES)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

I certify the application and materials submitted are true and I am available to work as an engineering student assistant for the Division of Equipment, if selected:

SIGNATURE: ______________________________________ DATE: _____________________

RETURN THE COMPLETED APPLICATION, WITH THE APPROPRIATE ATTACHMENTS, NO LATER THAN TUESDAY MARCH 27, 2012 TO:

Philip Spartz
Coordinator, DOE/Stanley Jacobs/PECG Mechanical Engineering Scholarship
3400 R Street
Sacramento, CA  95816
(916) 227-9671
phil.spartz@dot.ca.gov  
file: DOE MechENGR scholarship info & app, 02-11-12.docx

